[Tricuspid valve replacement in a patient with idiopathic tricuspid regurgitation].
Tricuspid regurgitation is often seen but is rarely categorized as "idiopathic". A 66-year-old man suspected of idiopathic tricuspid regurgitation underwent tricuspid valve replacement. With right heart failure over twenty years, his CTR increased to eighty six (86) per cent. During operation, no abnormal findings were observed except for the dilated tricuspid valve ring. Then a stented porcine xenograft (Carpentier-Edwards 33 mm) was inserted in the tricuspid valve annulus. Seven years after replacement, he died. Autopsy demonstrated myocardial hypertrophy of the right ventricle and dilatation of the right heart, supporting the diagnosis of idiopathic tricuspid regurgitation.